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to the south where, if they survived,
many were raped and put into con-
centration camps. Prisoners were
starved, beaten, and murdered by un-
merciful guards.

This was not a case for everyone,
though. Not everyone was sent to con-
centration camps. For example, many
innocent people were put on ships and
then thrown overboard into the Black
Sea.

The atrocities of the Armenian geno-
cide were still being carried out in 1921
when Kemalists were found abusing
and starving prisoners to death. In
total, approximately 1.5 million Arme-
nians were killed in a 28-year period.
This does not include the half million
or more who were forced to leave their
homes and flee to foreign countries.

Together with Armenians all over
the world and people of conscience, I
would like to honor those who lost
their homes, their freedom, and their
lives during this dark period.

Many survivors of the genocide came
to the United States seeking a new be-
ginning, my grandfather among them.
The experiences of his childhood fueled
his desire for freedom for his Armenian
homeland in the First World War, so he
returned there, where he was awarded
two Russian Medals of Honor for brav-
ery in the fight against fascism.

It is important that we not forget
about these terrible atrocities, because
as Winston Churchill said, those who
do not learn from the past are destined
to repeat it.

Since the atrocity, Armenia has
taken great strides, achieving its inde-
pendence over 8 years ago. Then it was
a captive Nation struggling to preserve
its centuries-old traditions and cus-
toms. Today the Republic of Armenia
is an independent, freedom-loving Na-
tion and a friend of the United States
and to the democratic world.

Monday, April 24, will mark the 85th
anniversary of one of the most grue-
some human atrocities in the 20th cen-
tury. Sadly, it was the systematic kill-
ing of 1.5 million Armenian men and
women. Ironically, Mr. Speaker, it was
none other than Adolph Hitler who
began to immortalize the Armenian
atrocities when he, questioning those
who were questioning his own deter-
mination to commit his own atrocities
and his own genocide, he said, After
all, who will remember the Armenians?

As we do not ignore the occurrence of
the Nazi Holocaust, we must not ignore
the Armenian genocide. Many people
across the world will concede this is a
very tender and difficult event to dis-
cuss, but in order for us to discontinue
the mistakes of the past we must never
forget it happened, and we must never
stop speaking out against such horrors.

As a strong and fervent supporter of
the Republic of Armenia, I am alarmed
that the Turkish government is still
refusing to acknowledge what hap-
pened and instead is attempting to re-
write history. It is vital that we do not
let political agendas get in the way of
doing what is right.

Mr. Speaker, I call upon the Turkish
government to accept complete ac-
countability for the Armenian geno-
cide. To heal the wounds of the past,
the Turkish government must first rec-
ognize its responsibility for the actions
of past leaders. Nothing we can do or
say will bring back those who perished,
but we can honor those who lost their
homes, their freedom, their lives, by
teaching future generations the lessons
of this atrocity.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the subject of my special
order tonight, which is the Armenian
genocide.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.
f

THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today, as my colleagues and I do every
year at this time, in a proud but sol-
emn tradition to remember and pay
tribute to the victims of one of his-
tory’s worst crimes against humanity,
the Armenian genocide of 1915 to 1923.

This evening my colleagues will be
discussing various aspects of this trag-
edy, including what actually happened,
how it affected the victims, the sur-
vivors and their descendents, how the
perpetrators and their descendants
have responded, the reaction of the
United States and other major nations,
and what lessons the Armenian geno-
cide teaches us today.

Since we are constrained by time
limitations, I will also be submitting
for the RECORD some additional infor-
mation.

Mr. Speaker, the Armenian genocide
was the systematic extermination, the
murder of 1.5 Armenian men, women,
and children during the Ottoman Turk-
ish empire. This is of the first genocide
of the 20th century, but sadly, not the
last. Sadder still, at the dawn of the
21st century we continue to see the
phenomenon of genocide. Such is the
danger of ignoring or forgetting the
lessons of the Armenian genocide.

April 24 marks the 85th anniversary
of the unleashing of the Armenian
genocide. On that dark day in 1915,
some 200 Armenian religious, political,
and intellectual leaders from the Turk-
ish capital of Constantinople, now
Istanbul, were arrested and exiled in
one fell swoop, silencing the leading
representatives of the Armenian com-
munity in the Ottoman capital.

This was the beginning of the geno-
cide. Over the years from 1915 to 1923,
millions of men, women, and children

were deported, forced into slave labor,
and tortured by the government of the
Young Turk Committee, and 1.5 mil-
lion of them were killed.

The deportations and killings finally
ended with the establishment of the
Republic of Turkey in 1923, although
efforts to erase all traces of the Arme-
nian presence in the area continued. To
this day, the Republican of Turkey re-
fuses to acknowledge the fact that this
massive crime against humanity took
place on soil under its control and in
the name of Turkish nationalism.

Not only does Turkey deny that the
genocide ever took place, it has mount-
ed an aggressive effort to try to
present an alternative and false version
of history, using its extensive financial
and lobbying resources in this country.

Recently the Turkish government
signed a $1.8 million contract for the
lobbying services of three very promi-
nent former members of this House to
argue Turkey’s case in the halls of
power here in Washington. While the
major focus of their efforts is trying to
secure a $4 billion attack helicopter
sale, two of these lobbyists and former
Congressmen, according to the April 8
edition of the National Journal, were
recently here on Capitol Hill trying to
persuade leaders of this House not to
support legislation affirming U.S. rec-
ognition of the genocide.

Mr. Speaker, the sponsors of that leg-
islation, House Resolution 398, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. RADANO-
VICH) and the gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. BONIOR), will also be speaking to-
night. I want to praise them for taking
the lead on this bipartisan initiative
which currently has 38 cosponsors and
which has obviously caused some con-
cern within the Turkish government.

I regret to say that the United States
still does not officially recognize the
Armenian genocide. Bowing to strong
pressure from Turkey, the U.S. State
Department and American presidents
of both parties have for more than 15
years shied away from referring to the
tragic events of 1915 through 1923 by
the word ‘‘genocide’’, thus minimizing
and not accurately conveying what
really happened beginning 85 years ago.

This legislation is an effort to ad-
dress this shameful lapse in our own
Nation’s record as a champion of
human rights and historical fact.

Mr. Speaker, the Armenian people
are united in suffering and the spirit of
remembrance with the Jewish people,
who were, of course, also the victims of
genocide in the 20th century. I wanted
to cite a letter from Mrs. Rima Feller-
Varzhapetyan, president of the Jewish
community of Armenia.

In a letter to the Congress of the
United States, which I will submit for
the RECORD, Mrs. Varzhapetyan wrote,
‘‘Had the world recognized and con-
demned the genocide at the time, it is
unlikely that the word Holocaust
would have become known to the Jew-
ish people.’’

She also states, ‘‘We believe that
what happened to Armenians at the be-
ginning of the century is not an issue
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